Metropolitan Workshop and Charlie Whinney Associates collabo-
rated on an installation for the London Festival of Architecture
2008. The piece is designed using Charlie's unique methods of
steam-bending solid timber and explores themes of urbanism and
the environment.

It depicts in steam-bent wood the massive total length of roads in
the UK - enough to reach to the moon - and raises questions as
to the nature of the message - for a car company this is a posi-
tive thing; for an environmentalist it is the reverse.

This stunning, conceptually challenging and very labour-intensive
sculpture will be for sale after the festival. Guide price £20,000.
Please contact Alison at ai@charliewhinney for more details.

Road Trip to the Moon aims to engage the public in discussions
on sustainable growth and the use of roads in urban areas. How
will our cities respond to the phenomenal growth in urban popula-
tion and increased pressures on the environment seen over recent
generations? Relieving some of these pressures relies on how our
cities can respond to higher densities and transportation issues.
The installation recounts the fact that if all public UK roads were
laid end to end they could span to the moon and beyond. Only
40% of these roads are within urban areas, with all other roads
serving as rural roads, commuter links and national connectors.
The earth, moon and length of road are built in proportions to
each other at a scale of 1:10000. They reflect a distance of
384,403km between the earth and moon and 388,008km length of
public roads.

The high ratio of roads in areas of low densities illustrates an
opportunity for intensification along the existing road networks.
The capacity to optimise linear growth around existing infrastruc-
ture can contribute significantly to the current thinking on the
expansion of sustainable cities.

Road Trip to the Moon
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